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The Environmental Protection Agency has found no

detectable residues of the chemical dioxin (2,3,7.,8
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin, or TCODP) in 103 milk
sanmples from nursing mothers in three western
states. Diorin, an extremely dangercus chemical, ic
ar uwavoidable component of the herbicides 2,4,5~7

and Silvex which have been sprayed to control weeds

and brush in forest areas, rights-of-way, rangeland

and crops for many years. <
The samples were obtained from 105 mothefs selected from
areas in California. Oregopn and Washin n vherxe the
dioxin~containing herbicides were known to have been
used for several yesrs. EPA has notified each mother
who participated in the survey of the test results.

Dioxin has caused birth defects and miscarriages in
laboratory animals, including monkeys, at the lowest
possible deosage, and has caused cancer in other

- laberatory animals at low levels. MHost uses of 2,4,5-7

and Silvex were temporarily halted by EPA last Spring
when scientists found a statistical correlation
between the spraying of 2,4,5-T in a forested area

of Oregon and an above normal rate of miscarriages

in the samg area. Hearings to determine whather or
not 2,4,5-T and Silvex will ke pexmancntly banned
fxorm uze pagin February 13, 1980 in Washington, D.C.

Milk samples from nursing mothers individuwally selectied
by the Agency were taken in November, 1977. The
numbar of zamples breaks down as follows:
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2.4,5-7 - gprayed areas: California =—~-=—-m-o--—— 20
Hdumbalt County (16}
Ilandocino County {(4)

Oregon =—=~——morm—m—ea- - 20
Lane County {6)
Lincoln County (8}
Doucias Counly (2)

Benton County {2}

Marion County (1)

Polk County {1}
Washington —~w—--e—~o-- 18

Clallam County (17} =~

King County (1} ’

TOTAL
58

Control areas {not spraved with dioxin-containing herbicides):

. California ———rm~wacrwea 22
Santa Cruz
County (22}

: Alaska ~wemom—me—ee—wo 23
Greater Anchorage Arca (13).
Kenai Teninsula {12}

{(?wo milk samples From -
the Alaska control arca
were lost in transit.)

45

EPA emphasized that no residues were detected using tha most
modern seientific equipment. This equipment is capable of
measuring residues down te 1 to 4 parts per trilliom. At
this time, the technology does not exist to measure residues
below that level. t 1% not known whether any dioxin is
present below the 1limit of detection.

A report on tho study will be available upon xeqguest in late
January £rom the EPA Press 0ffice (A-107), Washington, D.C.
204640. )
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